
July’s Walk 
Eight members started a walk from Causey 
Arch picnic area, through Beamish Woods and 
towards the back of Beamish Hall. We then 
walked through Carricksgill Wood and along-
side the Beamish Burn. Next we ploughed our 
way along a very overgrown path towards 
East Tanfield Station, where we had a refresh-
ment stop. Finally we walked beside and 
above the railway track. to Causey Arch, 
where we lingered to take in the view. Our 
walk was about 5 miles, with challenges in the 
shape of inclines, stiles and overgrown paths, 
but we made it.  Diana 
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Speakers:  To-day Alan Smith - ‘The History of Seaham Har-
bour.’  
October : Ian Wardlaw - Are we alone 
November: Peter Welsh - Lord Durham and siblings 

Washington 
u3a 

. 

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although most of us were born during the reign of George VI, Queen Elizabeth II has been the 
only figurehead many of us remember. We celebrated her Platinum Jubilee together in June 
and how wonderful it was that she was able to reach 70 years as Queen. She dedicated her 
life to her people and earned widespread respect. Now we have a new King, who is a contem-
porary in age. While we are enjoying an active retirement, choosing what interests we want to 
pursue, he is taking on such a responsible role. We are entering a new era, that of King 
Charles III, but at the moment our thoughts and memories are of The Queen.  Diana 

 

The End of a Reign 

 

 



9th August – After the monthly meeting 11 mem-
bers went to Rainton Meadows, where we had 
lunch before taking a leisurely stroll around the 
nature reserve on a hot day. As usual, we found 
the centre’s map confusing and made a few 
detours. We finished up at Joe’s Pond, where 
there was lots of bird life to observe, including 
some very cute fluffy baby birds. 
16th August – This stroll started with lunch at 
The Waggon and the weather didn’t look very 
promising, but eleven of us soldiered out of the 
pub and did a circular walk from Eighton Banks, 
via Springwell and skirting Wrekenton. Ken told 
us about the industrial heritage of the area. 
There were panoramic views, but spoilt by the 
mist, a quirky garden and black sheep en-route. 
One to re-do another day. 
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Strollers 
Over the last two months the Strollers have enjoyed the summer weather and been out and about, 
although one week we had to cancel because of extreme heat. Also a couple of Tuesdays have been 
given up to croquet, which has been greatly enjoyed. Here’s what we have been doing. 

 

12th July – Ten of us visited Beamish Muse-
um, we took a different route from last time 
and found more staff in period costume who 
were interacting with visitors. We strolled to 
Pockerly Manor, where we played Georgian 
games in the garden and found two fat pigs 
in the sty. We then went into St Helen’s 
Church, where we were told the story of the 
murder of the quilter, who lived in the near-
by cottage. We then strolled into the 1950’s 
town, where there were new additions of a 
children’s play park and crazy golf. Finally we 
partook of refreshments from the Sun Inn or 
ice cream kiosk, before returning to the en-
trance by tram. 

 
 
 
23rd August – Fifteen members took a leisurely stroll 
around Saltwell Park, taking in the different garden 
areas and the lake. We ended at the café and lucki-
ly managed to buy refreshments before it closed at 
the early time of 3 o’clock.  Diana 
 
 
6th September – After a lovely morning rain started 
as we gathered in St Andrew’s car park.  8 of us op-
timistically continued on to Morrison’s car park at 
Seaburn. The stroll morphed into a social get to-
gether in the café. This became somewhat elongat-
ed as the rain became a deluge!  Linda 
  

1.RUBY 2.JET 3.MOONSTONE 4.AMBER 5.TURQUOISE 6.GARNET  7.PLATINUM 8.BERYL 9.CLASP 10.PEARLS 
11.RHINESTONE 12.SAPPHIRE 13.RING 14.CRYSTAL 15.AQUAMARINE 



Announcements 

Craft Club resumes Sept 21st  1- 3pm Millenium Centre. Christmas decorations made by hand. 
Please bring your ideas! Jenni 

Whist will be re-started Monday 12th September at 2pm at Woodridge Gardens - the same venue as 
previously. All are welcome. 

 

Walking Group 
A bus and metro took us to the beginning of 
our walk on Wednesday. Starting in Jarrow 
we viewed the formidable statue portraying 
the Jarrow March. Passing the cyclist and 
pedestrian tunnel and the Tyne tunnel 
chimney we followed the river to arrive at 
St Paul’s church where volunteers passed 
on some very interesting facts. We visited 
the cafe at Bede’s World for lunch before 
retracing our steps back to the metro.  
Anne Moffatt 
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Last croquet day for this year after September 
meeting.  People are lunching at K9 then heading 
down to Cleadon after that.  Some people are doing 
really well and everyone seems to enjoy the experi-
ence so looking forward to seeing you all and any-
body else who has not managed to have a go yet, 
don’t miss out just come along.  Ask me or any of the 
regulars for details.   Ann Thomley  



Editor: Linda Carr 10-07-22 email: lindaecarr2@gmail.com 

 

Quiz - all connected to jewelry 

 

 
Forthcoming Local Events 
 
Don’t forget it’s Heritage Week  Sept 9 -18. There’s 
still a lot of days left. Lots of free days out see https://
www.heritageopendays.org.uk or just google it. 

Sunderland restaurant week Sept 17 - 25.  Google 
Sunderland Restaurant Week for details of special of-
fers. 

Several members took up the offer from Customs 
House for performances for Sound of Music. This was 
enjoyed by all - a very professional, brilliant show.      

Thanks to Jenni for this information. If any of you 
know about forthcoming local events please let 
me know and I will add them to the newsletter. 

Photograhy Group 
For our July meeting the photography group swapped their meeting in the Millenium Cen-
tre for a photo-shoot at Durham Cathedral.  It was a very enjoyable morning with lots of 
interesting information from Keith relating to the history or various items. 

 

Our day at Winchester, Margaret and 
Shirley could not believe this Heron was 
real, until it moved.  

Can we share an embarrassing moment
- we were walking along the river in 
Tonbridge when we saw a man holding a 
rope attached to a pontoon and we 
asked what he was doing. ‘We’re 
searching the river’ he said. ‘May we ask 
what for?’ we asked. ‘We will know when 
we find it’ he said. Remembering the 
talk we had about the diving in Durham 
we said ‘you might be better searching 
beneath the bridge’ and with that we 
left him. After 50 yards we came across 
the police underwater search and res-
cue van -  how daft can we be !!! Ken 
and Shirley. 1. ACTRESS/COMEDIENNE --- 

WAX 

2. EXPRESS AEROPLANE 

3. LUNAR MOCK - TITLE OF NOVEL 
BY WILKIE COLLINS 

4. FOREVER ----FILM 

5. DECEMBER BIRTHSTONE 

6. SOUNDS LIKE ALF`S  SURNAME 

7. A KIND OF BLONDE 

8. ----- THE PERIL 

9. HOLD TIGHTLY 

10. GLEN MILLER COMPOSITION  --
---- STRING OF  

11. WEST EUROPEAN RIVER---- OR 
SONG --- COWBOY 

12.  -----WEDDING, 45 YEAR`S 

13. TELEPHONE 

14. -----PALACE ,LONDON TEAM 

15. SOUNDS LIKE OCEAN WATER 

 


