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             MAY 2022 NEWSLETTER u3a 

Speakers:   
Today: Ian Jamieson “Trams” 
June: Brenda Graham “The Duchess of Cambridges northern 
ancestors” 
July: Ian Murray “The Sunderland Maritime Museum” 

WASHINGTON U3A  NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Paragraph 13.2 of the Washington U3A Constitution requires that members are given at least 21 days’ 

notice of the Annual General Meeting.  Please note you are cordially invited to attend on: Tuesday 14th 
June 2022 at 10:15 am in St Andrew’s Church Hall, Concord, Washington.  

 
Draft Agenda of The Annual General Meeting of Washington U3A 

At 10:15 am Tuesday 14th June 2022 in St Andrew’s Church Hall, Concord, Washington 
 

1. Welcome 
2. To appoint tellers for the meeting 
3. Confirmation that the members present a quorum 
4. Apologies for absence 
5. To receive and approve the minutes of the 2021 Annual General Meeting 
6. To receive and approve the Chairman’s Report for the year 2021/2022 
7. To receive and approve the Annual Accounts for 2021/2022 
8. To appoint an examiner for the Annual Accounts for 2022/2023 
9. To elect a Management Committee for the year 2022/2023 (NB nomination forms available 

from the secretary and to be returned by 24th May)   
10. To debate and vote upon members’ resolutions (NB resolutions to be sent to the secretary by 

24th May with a supporting statement and names of a proposer and seconder who are both 
members) 

11. To agree a date for the next AGM 
12. Closure of the AGM 

 
 Annual Dinner 



 

1.Costs an arm and a leg 2. Long odds 3. Beauty is only skin deep 4. Blind corner 5. Split ends 6. High 
maintenance 7. Back to the future 8. Painless operation 9. Merry-go-round 10. Tea Party 

QUIZ answers 

 
May is here and the summer is beginning, hopefully we can get into the gardens and 
outside into warmer weather. 
 
We at last have had our annual lunch. After missing them due to the pandemic and 
having to delay it, the meal finally took place. It was great to see so many of you there; 
the food was good the entertainment was different and we all seemed to have a good 
time.  I would like to thank Diana for the organisation of it and Anne for the entertain-
ment, without them it may not have happened. 
 
The next meeting is the A G M in June, where we will need to vote in a new committee. 
For that to happen we need nominations for new committee members. Some of the 
current members of the committee are standing down and are not up for re-election, 
so we need some new nominees. Our u3a needs a committee to exist - the roles 
which are statutory are Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer. There is a need for members 
who are willing to take on any roles so please ask yourself if you can do it or do you 
know someone who could. If you are interested please let the Secretary or any com-
mittee member know.  
 
The Queen’s Jubilee is coming up at the beginning of June and we are having a garden 
party with St Andrews on June 3rd.  It is a joint venture, with food and soft drinks in the 
garden or hall if it rains I hope you can all come along. 
We are trying to organise a trip to Sunderland City Hall for a tour and we will publish 
the date when it is fixed. The party can be no more than 20, so if you would like to go 
please sign up on the expression of interest list at the back.   Keith 

Group News: 
We have a new group running at the moment. It is a Craft Group and it takes place at the Millen-
nium centre on the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 1 o’clock until 3 o’clock. We had a good 
turn out last month where people from complete beginners to those with expertise were able to 
share skills. All are welcome to come and learn or pass on their knowledge of any craft activities. 
The next session is on 18th May.  Anne 

Visit to Piece Hall, Halifax  & Saltaire, Thursday 16 th June 
Due to extra demand I have now booked a larger coach for this event, so extra seats are availa-
ble at a cost of £19. Please let me know if you would like to be added to the numbers. If you 
haven't already done so, please pay to-day or arrange to let me have payment soon, as we need 
to pay the coach company. We will leave from and return to St Andrew's, times to be confirmed.  
Diana 



 

 

 

 

 

Strollers 

 

Since reporting in the last newsletter, the strollers have enjoyed four outings.  
Firstly ten of us walked around Hetton Country Park and into Hetton, following a Heritage 
Trail, which indicated points of interest, such as an old theatre, which is now a warehouse 
for animal feed. Also we came across another Ray Lonsdale statue, this time of a miner 
taking his son down the pit for his first shift and entitled   “Da said – Men don’t Cry” 
 

 

 

 

                                                                Walking Group  
 

Next, on a sunny day, 17 members 
travelled to Malton Picnic Site near 
Lanchester  and walked along a dis-
used railway track into Lanchester, 
where we partook of refreshments in 
a pleasant café. On the route we 
came across a sculpture of a very 
large insect. 
The following week 18 of us went to 
Beamish Museum on an unseasona-
bly cold day. We viewed the new ad-
dition of the 50s street, with hair-
dressers, café, fish and chip shop 
and reconstruction of Norman Cor-
nish’s house. We also went in the 
Welfare Hall and reminisced about 
our childhoods. But we were disap-
pointed to be unable to view the new 
50s hill farm, as it is only open at 
weekends. 

Our last stroll took us on old, familiar ground, when twelve of us strolled from Fatfield Bridge to 
Cox Green and back, along the river. We did see some bluebells, as well as wild garlic and violets, 
but most of the bluebells were in the woodland above the river and the ascent was too precipi-
tous for us strollers. We also had the obligatory café stop at The New Plough at Cox Green, 
where a swan was sitting on her nest to several large eggs.  A programme has been compiled for 
the coming months, so if you are interested pick one up from me.  Diana 

 

11 of us car-shared to Lanchester and parked in 
the village - car parks crowded. We walked up 
the old railway line to Hubbuck farm cottages 
seeing some lovely views over the valley and 
new born lambs chasing one another. After tak-
ing some phots we continued to Knitsley farm 
park where we took on fuel. Pork sandwiches 
with chips very nice but best deal was Ken’s 
cheese scone and bits worth going for again. We 
retraced our steps back to the cars in Lanches-
ter in half the time – or so it seemed. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the walk – I know I did.  Brian 



 

Editor: Linda Carr 08-05-2022   email: lindaecarr2@gmail.com 

 

 

Catch-up on current activities. 
Gradually we are opening up our groups and other activities. Below is a summary of what’s going on: 
Monthly Meeting: At St. Andrews, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am for 10:15 start. 
Walking Group - walk once a month on the last Wednesday, distance about 5 miles. Meet at 10:00 in St 
Andrews car park. Walking holiday at Keswick in July. Strolling group - Meets weekly usually at St. Andrews 
at 12:00 on Tuesday. Wide range of strolls sometimes involving car-sharing or buses. Normally involves a 
café visit. Contact: Photography Group - First Thursday of the month at the Millenium Centre. Meets 10:00 
am unless going out on a photo-shoot. All you need is a camera ( a phone one will do) and to enjoy taking 
photos.  
Holiday Group - Meets monthly at Woodridge Gardens at 10:30 am last Thursday of the month. Has so far 
had day-trips to the Ice Trail in York in March and Tulip festival in May, and has holidays booked including 
the Floriade in Holland in June, Castles of Kent in May, Windsor in September, Pitlochry in October and 
Chatsworth and Carols at the Albert Hall in December.  Contact   
Quiz - 2nd Thursday of the month 2-4 pm in the Millenium Centre.  Contact  
Craft Group– see page 2 
Return of Dominoes and Whist. This will return as soon as there is an indication of demand. 
 
PLEASE NOTE TIMES AND LOCATION MAY CHANGE SO CHECK WHATSAPP OR RING THE CONTACT IF 
YOU ARE NEW TO AN ACTIVITY 

 

 

   Visit to the Burnby Hall Tulip festival 
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DINGBATS 

 A lovely day out –but a very 
early start. Weather was 
great and the gardens way 
beyond our expectations. 
Beautifully laid out gardens 
- worth a visit at any time 
but the tulips were amazing. 
There are 15000 bulbs and 
130 varieties on display—the 
festival was just ending but 
still a stunning display. Af-
terwards we had 2 hours 
wandering round Helmsley 
and its interesting shops.  


