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 FROM THE WORST SNOW FOR DECADES TO EMERGING SPRING 

March Speaker: Terrence Buckle - Railway and Marine Art 
 
April Speaker: Judy Theobald - Life and other problems 



 

IN MEMORIUM 

Fred Ayre 
 
It is with great sadness that we have to announce  the passing away of a much loved and devoted 
member....Fred Ayre.   Fred along with his wife Maureen was a member for many years. He joined the 
committee and stepped into the role of treasurer. This was a very responsible and important role 
which Fred managed with great efficiency. Both Maureen and he enjoyed going to the whist /domino 
group and also took part in the monthly walks.  
He was also in the photography and computing group where he made a major contribution. Every 
month he would set up the sound equipment etc for the speaker at our monthly meeting. On occa-
sion he would also give a presentation of films and photos of any past events and places of interest.  
Fred will be sadly missed by us all and our heartfelt sympathies go out to Maureen and his fami-
ly.   God bless you Fred RIP 

Jim Gollan 
 
Members will also be saddened to hear the news of another one of our members Jim Gollan who 
passed away peacefully at his home.  
Jim along with his wife Dinah was a member of our u3a for a number of years  and he was a member 
of the Quiz group which he enjoyed very much.  
He was a GP in Concord and was well liked and respected by the whole community.   He will be sad-
ly missed by all who knew him.  
Our sympathies to Dinah and and his loving family.  God bless you Jim. RIP 
 

FRED WITH THE WALKING GROUP 

From the National Newsletter 

The National u3a are offering on-line events through their website.  Very varied including 
Living History, Japan, Live cookery demonstrations and many more topics . Click here to see 
more details:  https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events.  Most events are free and 
there are also links here to give guidance on using ZOOM. 

If you click here:    https://www.u3a.org.uk/about/newsletter  you can sign up to receive the 
National Newsletter by email.   



We are writing to you at the end of our anniversary year  - not the year we expected but 
one which has made us even more aware of how much we and our members depend on 
our u3a.  It is a testament to the value that we place on our u3a that we have retained 
most of our members at a time when some u3as are losing many. 
 
Whilst we optimistically looking forward to the possibility of meeting later in the year ,  
this committee have been looking at ways to continue with our u3a in the meantime.  We 
have already had 2 monthly meetings by zoom with a speaker and other items such as 
quiz, music or slideshows.  If you haven’t used zoom it really is easy, all you need is an 
ipad, tablet or laptop and we will help you get started. You’ll find it also opens up oppor-
tunities for all sorts of other activities as well.   
 
We are now looking at ways to offer a range of activities, including coffee mornings, the 
first one was this week, (afraid you have to provide your own coffee and snacks), quizzes 
and if possible more groups which will work on zoom. The next coffee morning is on 
March 3rd at 10:00.  We are also planning to re-start the holiday club on zoom of course 
- where hopefully we can discuss what we would like to do when things become availa-
ble.  New members very welcome.  Everyone bring ideas and brochures if they come 
available.  Last Thursday of March at 10:30 am. 
 
OUR COMMITTEE – This all needs a committee to keep going! We have been meeting 
weekly by zoom since March (normally meetings are monthly but at this time we like to 
get together weekly) , and we have been fortunate enough to have two new members 
Tom and Pat Madden who have been co-opted during the past year. We now need peo-
ple who would like to join us and help this u3a through to brighter times.  Because we 
have been so successful for so long some committee members have exceeded the num-
ber of years they can serve!! 
 
                                                             
                                                           SO WHY NOT YOU??? 
 
 

 

Hazel 
Being on the committee has given and taught 
me many things, including friendship, loyalty 
and  kindness. Its good to know that we are 
helping members to come together. Creating 
and helping to set up groups etc. Laughing, 
planning and discussing things to help other 
members feel happy. Meetings are light and can 
be very entertaining. At times you can pick up 
some really useful information that you never 
thought about. Over 10 years ago I was 
“persuaded “ by another member to join the 
committee and I must say lm really pleased I 
did..  My role as Welfare Secretary is very re-
warding.... when a member is ill I like to call them 
to see how they are, and  send a card to them 
on behalf of the U3A to let them know we’re 
thinking of them. Only small things but the rea-
sons why I have been very happy doing this job. 

Keith 
I joined Washington u3a about a year after I 
retired. Both Kathleen and I wanted some new 
interests and activities. We joined the French 
class, the gardening group, I joined the Pho-
tography and Computer group. Eventual we 
both joined the committee, Kathleen was mi-
nute secretary, and I was just a member. 
When Anne had to stand down as chair I took 
over as chair. The committee is made up of 
very nice and dedicated people who want to 
give us all an enjoyable experience. The ideas 
and the discussions have all been great for 
getting things done.  I have learned a lot from 
my time with the committee, not least using 
zoom for meetings and monthly meetings.  
The meetings are not in any way like the 
Handforth Parish Council Meeting 
As part of the committee you get to help to 
make people enjoy themselves. 

FROM YOUR COMMITTEE 

PLEASE HELP – WE NEED YOU 

Time to think about what we would like forour future u3a.  The worlds our oyster!!  



 

 
Diana 
I have been a member of Washington u3a 
for over 10 years now, and for most of that 
time have been on the committee as sec-
retary. I can’t wait to get the Strollers go-
ing again. I joined just a couple of months 
after retiring and being part of the u3a has 
been such a boon, as it gave me a new 
focus and a lovely new set of friends. It 
has been so rewarding to be able to be 
part of a dedicated committee. During 
lockdown we have continued to meet for 
our monthly committee meetings and 
weekly for a chat. If you feel you could 
serve on our committee, please give it a 
go, yes it’s for the benefit of our u3a, but 
also the personal benefits are great. 

 
Linda 

I have been in the u3a for 6 years in 
which time it has provided friendship, 
interesting talks, visits, holidays, walks, 
strolls  and photography.  During my first 
year Anne said to me one day ‘I don’t 
suppose you’d like to edit the newsletter’ 
and here I am editing my 63rd newslet-
ter!! Somewhat reluctantly two years later 
I agreed to join the committee.  I’ve never 
regretted it, it is a small friendly group of 
people who have only one thing in mind , 
to keep this u3a going and provide a con-
tented forum in which people can enjoy 
all sorts of activities together.  The com-
mittee is there to enable all the things we 
value to continue - and its enjoyable! 

 

Photographic Group - Famous Places, not the usual view 

Quiz—Which product do these advertise 
 
1. It does exactly what it says on the tin 
2. I’m lovin’ it 
3. The car in front is a …. 
4. Don’t forget the …… Mum! 
5. Just do it 
 

6. How do you eat yours? 
7. Fanatical about film 
8. Graded grains make finer flour 
9. Stop me and buy one 
10. I’m with the … 



 

 

 A 75 Year Old Lady rings her local NHS hospital and 
this conversation follows: 
 

'Hello I'd like some information on a patient, Mrs 
Tiptree.. She was admitted last week with chest pains 
and I just want to know if her condition has deterio-
rated, stabilised or improved?' 
'Do you know which ward she is in?' 
'Yes, ward P, room 2B' 
'I'll just put you through to the nurse station.' 
'Hello, ward P, how can I help?' 
'I would just like some information on a patient, Mrs 
Tiptree, I was wondering if her condition had deterio-
rated, stabilised or improved?' 
'I'll just check her notes.. I'm pleased to say that Mrs 
Tiptree's condition has improved. She has regained 
her appetite, her temperature has steadied and after 
some routine checks tonight, she should be well 
enough to go home tomorrow.' 
'Oh that's wonderful news, I'm so happy, thank you 
ever so much!' 
'You seem very relieved, are you a close friend or rel-
ative?' 
'No, I'm Mrs Tiptree in room 2b. Nobody tells you any-
thing in here.  

Lockdown Pastime 

Linda Carr 18-02-2021  email: lindaecarr2@gmail.com 


