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             FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER u3a 

Speakers:   
Today: David Hastings from RNLI,  "True Heroes of the Sea 
March:  Carol Dean "Quanah Parker, One Man - 2 Worlds"   

 

 Please can I ask all of you who can, to please wear a face mask whilst in the 
building. It is to help to protect us all from Covid or any infection we may have 
picked up. Thank you, Keith 

  

Out and About 
Some of the costumes from the wonderful display 
at Preston Park museum called ‘Behind the Seams’. 
See strolls for more details. 



 

1. 1. No U turn, 2.Bang on the money, 3.CU around, 4. Life Hack, 5. Cuban Heels, 6. Hop skip and jump , 7.Booze Cruise 
8. Caught between a rock and a hard place, 9. Catherine Wheel, 10. Party Pooper, 11. Jail Bird or Bird Cage 12. Girl next 
door. DINGBATS answers 

Catch-up on current activities. 
Gradually we are opening up our groups and other activities. Below is a summary of what’s going on: 
Monthly Meeting: At St. Andrews, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am for 10:15 start. 
Walking Group - walk once a month on the last Wednesday, distance about 5 miles. Meet at 10:00 in St 
Andrews car park. Walking holiday at Keswick in July. Contact John Ball  
Strolling group - Meets weekly usually at St. Andrews at 12:00 on Tuesday. Wide range of strolls some-
times involving car-sharing or buses. Normally involves a café visit. Contact Diana Clark. 
Photography Group - First Thursday of the month at the Millenium Centre. Meets 10:00 am unless going 
out on a photo-shoot. All you need is a camera ( a phone one will do) and to enjoy taking photos.  
Holiday Group - Meets monthly at the Biddick Inn at 10:30 am last Thursday of the month. Has already or-
ganised a day-trip to the Ice Trail in York in March, and holidays including the Floriade in Holland in June, 
Castles of Kent in May, Windsor in September, Pitlochry in October and Chatsworth in December. Contact  
Anne Moffatt  
Quiz - 2nd Thursday of the month 2-4 pm in the Millenium Centre.  Contact Shirley Talbot  
Further activites coming soon : 
Return of Dominoes and Whist. If you would like this to re-start or you would like to join for the first time 
please put your name on the list to-day giving an indication of when you would be able to come. 
New Craft Group:  Enquiries have been made and this can now start on Wednesdays in the Millenium 
Building. If you’d like to come please put your name down to-day. 
PLEASE NOTE TIMES AND LOCATION MAY CHANGE SO CHECK WHATSAPP OR RING THE CONTACT IF 
YOU ARE NEW TO AN ACTIVITY 
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Here we are in February, the Pandemic is allegedly getting better. Some of our members and 
ex members would disagree, having suffered from it recently in spite of being jabbed. For this 
reason we are asking you all to please to continue to wear a mask and keep distanced during 
our monthly meeting for the moment. 
 
The region have had a Legacy Fund of money from the closing of Jesmond u3a. They set up a 
committee to decide how to allocate the funds and decided to allocate funding to branches 
for any equipment they need.  We applied for funding for a laptop computer to use at monthly 
meetings and at the camera/computer group. The fund committee gave us £350 and another 
£400 to Blyth u3a. This was the total of the fund. In the past we have used members’, laptops 
which was not the best situation. 
 
The groups are opening up again, the strollers, the camera group, the quiz group, the holiday 
group are all meeting now. We hope to have more groups restarting very soon. 
 
The Annual Lunch has a new date Friday 29th of April. The cost and menu remains the same, 
however there may be a change in the entertainment. So those of you who would like to go 
and have not signed up and paid a deposit or the whole amount please do so today. 
The region has plans for events to celebrate the 1900th anniversary of Hadrian’s Wall there will 
be more details to follow.  
We will try to arrange some events/trips for later in the year as things improve.   Keith 

In Memoriam 
We are sad to hear of the recent death of Betty Kerr one of the earlier members of this U3A. I know that 
some of you will remember her as a member of the relaxation group and her participation in some of our 

other activities . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The next stroll was just a short one from Concord to Washington Village, but again the weather 
was very pleasant. We enjoyed lunch in The Cross Keys and had a walk around the church yard, 
where the snowdrops were beginning to flower. 
Last week, after lunch at K9, we strolled around Elba Park on a very blustery day and paused to 
look at the sculptures, which are all related to the area’s mining history. 
We have several members in our group and continue each Tuesday afternoon to enjoy the fresh 
air, exercise, light refreshment and most of all the company. Diana 

Walk 
After a few hitches eight off us set off on a sunny Wednesday from Fatfield 
bridge to walk along the river Wear, we stopped off at the water fowl park 
for lunch which was very pleasant as we could watch the birds in the park 
while eating our lunch, having been fed and watered we set off back to Fat-
field bridge. (5miles)  Shirley 

After last month's meeting we drove to Seaburn 
and then walked along the sea front into Roker 
Park. After circling the park and lake, we took the 
exit onto Roker beach and walked across the 
sand back to the promenade and our cars. It was 
a beautiful, mild, sunny day and didn't feel like 
the beginning of January. 

Strollers 

The following week our stroll was replaced by a visit to Preston Park Museum to view the exhi-
bition “Behind the Seams”, showing costumes which have featured in films and TV drama. The 
highlight of these being the coronation robe used in “The Crown”. We also had a wander 
around the museum with its open air street. 



 

Editor: Linda Carr 06-02-2022   email: lindaecarr2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL U3A SITE 
 
Go online to https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-
programmes (you can click on the link if you’re using the 
on-line version of this newsletter) for lots of information 
on activities you can join in. These currently include: 
Keeping track of garden birds, sharing recipes, creative 
writing, crochet and knitting, pets, photography ………. 
Take a look. 

DINGBATS 


