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The extraordinary family history of  

Stan Laurel’s father:   by     Gerard Parker    

To-day 

Ruth Dodds and Tyneside in the 1920,s  

Margaret Bozic  

Tea Rota   VOLUNTEERS to serve the tea and coffee at the monthly meetings are always needed. Why not add your name to the list at the 
back of the hall to assist in this important service. Members will only be required to assist on an occasional basis. 

CHAIRS AND TABLES  -  Assistance is always required before the start of the monthly meeting to put out the chairs and tables, and also at 
the end of the meetings to put them back in place. The ORANGE chairs and the tables are stacked on the piano side of the hall,  and the BLUE 
chairs are on the stage (at the back). 

Hardwick Hall Country Park 

February 2020  

 

 

 

 

Thank You  

Can I say a huge thank you to Diana for organising our annual dinner. It did take a lot of work to 
organise it. It was most enjoyable and it was certainly different.  Keith 

                                     Your Committee Needs You 

I am starting early. We will need some new committee members this year so I would like you 
all to think about it. We, as a U3A, cannot function without a committee to run things. The job 
can be a very emotionally rewarding one to do, seeing how your efforts can bring enjoyment 
to your friends and fellow U3A members. Please think about it and let the current committee 
know if you are interested in becoming a member.  Keith 
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U3A National Newsletter AND Regional Newsletter 

These newsletters are available on the website (they can be accessed from Washington U3A website page - the National one 
on the News page and the regional one on the Events page).  They contain future events and news from local U3As and 
those around the country.  You can sign up to receive the National one directly at u3a.org.uk/email 

The new Data Protection Policy and Privacy Policy (required by new data protection regulations) has been created. It can be 
found on the website or 3 copies are available to view at the back of the room. 

A POLITE REQUEST  Would all members PLEASE put their mobiles onto silent during the meeting, it is very dis-
tracting for the rest of us when it rings, or sounds for a text.   Keith Allison, Chair 

Annual and 20th Anniver-
sary Dinner at the Kylin 

Next Whist will be on Monday 24th
 February and then the 9th

 March at 2pm in Woodridge Gardens. Still only £1. 
Next Quiz - A change of venue. On Thursday 13th

 February, we are meeting at St Andrews Church Hall, Concord. 
We will then decide if this is to be our new home. There will be a charge of £1 to cover the increase in rent and 
refreshments. Pat Gauntlett 

Information details - can you please remember to let me know if your personal details change e.g. address, 
telephone, email etc. so I can keep the records up to date.  Thanks, Sandra Cullen 

Northumbria University - PARTICIPANTS NEEDED.  Are you an adult aged 65+ who could help us with research 
into social networks and well-being in older adults.The study involves a 60 minute visit to Northumbria University 
(with alternatives for those who find it difficult to travel). Tea or coffee and biscuits provided.  Alexandra Thomp-
son ( PhD researcher at Northumbria University).  More details at the back of the Hall. 

Upcoming Events 

Joint U3A event for all the areas U3As at Sunderland Civic Centre in May .  Date and details to be announced 
later.  

Reminder - Annual Subscriptions - to be paid at April and May monthly meetings (not next month). 

Planned outings for summer: 

1. Trip on the Tyne in Late June or early July.  

2. Visit to Auckland Castle  and visitor centre in Bish-
op Aukland now open to public after £12.4m restora-
tion. Possibly in May. 

Please indicate an expression of interest in either of 
these to Diana. 

Aukland Castle 

 

Regional U3A events - free film show and discussion on the 2nd Wednesday of each month with a ‘Medicine in Literature 
and Art theme’.    The first one is ‘I Daniel Blake’ on 12th February 14:00 to 17:00.  Location: The Catalyst, 3 Science Square, 
Newcastle Helix, NE4 5TG. To book follow link: https:/www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-daniel-blake-free-film-screening-and dis-
cussion-tickets-83591694007?aff=ebdssbdestsearch. 
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Linda Carr 07/02/2020 - email: lindaecarr2@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Answers to last month’s quiz: 

1. France, 2. North, 3. White, 4. Japan, 5. Zambesi, 6. One less than a 1000, 7. Wheels on my wagon, 8.Two fat ladies, 9. 
Georges (Kings of England), 10. Red Rum Last win in Grand National. 

For the second stroll in January we travelled by bus and 
metro to Tynemouth.  We walked along the main street 
to the Priory where we halted to take in the views.  The 
weather was being kind to us, the sea was calm and the 
sun was trying to shine. The nine of us set out along the 
coastal path; we came to the boating lake and watched 
the model boats being put through their paces. Then we 
crossed the road to Longsands and descended down 
several steps for our refreshment break in a café with a 
fabulous view over the coast, bathed in sunshine.  After 
our sustenance we continued towards Cullercoats Bay 
again stopping to admire the view.  We then went to 
the Metro station for an interesting and amusing trip 
back to Washington.  Jenni 

Strollers 

Our first stroll last month was from Concord to Washington Village.  We are hoping to produce a Treasure Hunt 
around Washington this year to mark our 20th Anniversary and were looking for clues that could be used. We 
found lots of things you don’t normally notice, even a large Chinese figure! Do you know where this is? 

Today we are going ten pin bowling. Meet at the back of the hall. Next week our stroll will be around Chester-le-

Street Park. Meet as usual at 10 am in the car park.  Diana 

Walking Group   

Pleasant walk round Hardwick Hall country Park. 


