
  

WASHINGTON U3A 

Registered Charity no. 1127881 

February 

Home alone - project with the elderly 

Sharon Bailey 

To-day 

‘Turn and Burn’ - a history of coal and rail 

Mike Ledra 

Tea Rota   VOLUNTEERS to serve the tea and coffee at the monthly meetings are always needed. Why not add your name to the list at the 
back of the hall to assist in this important service. Members will only be required to assist on an occasional basis. 

CHAIRS AND TABLES  -  Assistance is always required before the start of the monthly meeting to put out the chairs and tables, and also at 
the end of the meetings to put them back in place. The ORANGE chairs and the tables are stacked on the piano side of the hall,  and the BLUE 
chairs are on the stage (at the back). 

Durham Riverside 

JANUARY 2020  

 

A very Happy and Healthy New Year to you all. 
Those of you who were at our December meeting I hope had a good time. I would like to thank 

Maureen Brown and the dance group for their hard work to produce such a brilliant performance. 
I would also like to thank Lynn Chapman and Ann Thomley for writing, producing, directing and 
performing in the Geordie Nativity. We hope you all enjoyed it, we enjoyed performing in it. 

This coming year is our Twentieth Anniversary Year, we have a number of things planned to cele-
brate. Starting with the diaries, now some cakes, we are having our annual lunch at the KyLin 

Restaurant as part of the celebration. 
On the 3rd of June it is national U3A awareness day to raise the profile of the organisation and 

recruit new members. There will be more information about this as it comes available. 
There are ideas for trips and events for the rest of the year which will be advertised as they 

are arranged.  Keith Allison 
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U3A National Newsletter AND Regional Newsletter 

These newsletters are available on the website (they can be accessed from Washington U3A website page - the National 
one on the News page and the regional one on the Events page).  They contain future events and news from local U3As 
and those around the country.  You can sign up to receive the National one directly at u3a.org.uk/email 

The new Data Protection Policy and Privacy Policy (required by new data protection regulations) has been created. It can be 
found on the website or 3 copies are available to view at the back of the room. 

A POLITE REQUEST  Would all members PLEASE put their mobiles onto silent during the meeting, it is very dis-
tracting for the rest of us when it rings, or sounds for a text.   Keith Allison, Chair 

The Dance group started up again this month with a very good turnout and plans to repeat the excellent Christ-
mas performance next year with more time for practice. 

 

The next Quiz will be on the 13th of February. (i.e. after the monthly meeting)  

The raffle draw at last month’s meeting made a total of £62, this has been donated to St. Benedicts hospice. Thank you to 
everyone who bought tickets. Ken.  

Last chance to-day to pay for the Annual Lunch at the Kylin Restaurant—see Diana 

 

‘Active Crete’ have witten to us via our website informing us that dates & prices of their holidays for 2020 are now online on 
their website : https://activecrete.gr/  if you would like to look it up. There are a range of holidays relating to activities such 
as painting, walking, yoga etc. 

Washington u3a’s 20th Anniversary - we are starting the celebrations to-day which will go on all year. To-day we 
have our Anniversary Memories booklet which many of you have contributed to - make sure you pick up your 
copy if you haven’t already done so.  We also have our Anniversary Cake …….  And then more food with the 
lunch on the 24th. 

If you have ideas for enjoyable activities to celebrate our 20 years throughout the year please let Diana know. 

Christmas Panto 

https://activecrete.gr/
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Linda Carr 11/01/2020 - email: lindaecarr2@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Answers to last month’s quiz: 

1. Christmas Island, 2. The Great Escape, 3. All born on Xmas Day, 4. The Czech Republic, 5. Potato, 6. Capricorn, 7. Felix 
Mendlessohn, 8. Seven, 9. Died on Xmas Day, 10. Woolworths. 

Strollers 

For our first stroll last month, we took the bus and Metro to 
Central Station and had a leisurely stroll through Newcastle. We 
visited the Cathedral and then wandered through the Christmas 
market around Grey’s Monument. We finally came to Fenwick’s 
window to view their Christmas display and were rather disap-
pointed to find it wasn’t at all Christmassy. The theme was 
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”, but no explanatory text 
with it and not even a single Umpah-Lumpah! 

 

Walking Group - A week earlier than usual, 8 of us went by car to the Park and Ride at Belmont and took the bus 
into Durham.  It was an interesting walk, if a little shorter than the usual, visiting parts of Durham that some of us 
had never visited before.  We started by looking at the new area of development beyond New Elvet Bridge, and 
then went up to the Cathedral entering at the front and coming out at the back onto the South Bailey. At one point 
we managed to lose two members but later managed to get back together in time to vistit The Slug and Lettuce.  A 
very pleasant walk with reasonable weather.  John Ball 

We travelled to Seaham for 
our next stroll along the 
coast and to the Marina, 
before heading to Humbles 
Café for afternoon tea, a 
chat and a quiz about 
Christmas films. 

Please put your thinking 
caps on to plan some more 
strolls (or maybe other ac-
tivities like bowling) today, 
for the coming months.  
Diana Clark 

Camera Group  started the new year with some photos of the Christmas Panto and some Winter scenes.  Lol also 
showed us a short slideshow of Christmas at Beamish.  It was decided that the theme for the next month would be 
‘Ruins’ of any type except People!!  We also discussed some possible photoshoot options for the future. 


